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Abstract  for  “Represent ing migrat ion:  divers i fy ing voi ces  and audiences” 

“Analyzing” and “Trying to Understand Who These People  Are”:  For What and For Whom? 

This paper builds on fieldwork done with Tarlabasi Solidarity Group, an Istanbul neighborhood 

initiative that works with anti-capitalist Muslims to assist residents of a gentrifying neighborhood 

that is resided by mostly poor migrant communities, including migrants from Sierra Leone, Ghana, 

Chad, Nigeria and Gabon. Due to the myriad of marginalized communities in this group, the area is 

decidedly “over-researched,” and the residents and activist in the area alike have developed eloquent 

critiques of fieldwork, especially those done on “the Africans.” I argue for an attunement to 

possibilities of learning methodology while engaging with the everyday as opposed to methodology 

as something to be learned through conventional academic means, such as classes, syllabi, and 

books. Deconstructing what is neatly constructed as “the field,” I present everyday engagements and 

quotidian practices of care between the Tarlabasi Solidarity Group and migrant populations from 

Africa as productive of how one might go about learning from and representing these groups. 

 

 Biographical  Statement  

Currently, I am a Ph.D. candidate in Anthropology at the University of Illinois at Chicago 

(UIC), and a Visiting Fellow at the Istanbul Studies Center at Kadir Has University (Istanbul). I 

graduated with a B.A. in Political Science with High Honors from Boğaziçi University (Istanbul), 

where I studied while simultaneously participating in citywide movements such as the Socialist 

Feminist Collective, the Tarlabaşı Community Center, and the Tarlabaşı Solidarity Group. Similarly, 

while pursuing my graduate degree in Chicago, I have been involved with the Pilsen Alliance, an 

anti-gentrification neighborhood group. My years of involvement with these groups have not only 

sharpened my methodological predilections toward enmeshing urban activism and scholarship, but 

also given me vital on-the-ground perspectives as to what is missing from academic conversations 
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about urban transformation and urban movements. I believe these experiences would enable me to 

contribute particularly effectively to the conference. 


