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Abstract: 
Contemporary asylum policy has been increasingly framed as a matter of           
security as opposed to one of protection and human rights. A central pillar of this               
approach has been the externalisation of asylum policies, designed to hinder           
access to national territory and to process refugee claims externally through a            
variety of policies and instruments. In South Africa, the implementation of           
principles of externalisation have been a primary driver of asylum policy with            
unique outcomes. This paper will analyse how principles of the externalisation           
of asylum has influenced policy and translated into practice in South Africa’s            
urban refugee protection framework. It will argue that the principles of           
externalisation, as a part of the South African government’s ‘paradigm shift’ in            
asylum and migration policy, have translated into the externalisation of the           
reception and processing of refugees, not extraterritorially, but instead from          
urban cities to the country’s rural northern borders where access to services,            
employment, and legal services are limited. These developments will be viewed           
through the closure of the Cape Town Refugee Reception Office (RRO) and the             
operation of the Musina RRO, located on the border with Zimbabwe, and will             
draw on court papers, parliamentary documents, and the experiences of asylum           
seekers attempting to gain recognition of refugee status.  
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