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Abstract 
This paper examines the strategies utilized by Peri-urban Migrants in accessing land both for 
settlement and subsistence farming in Zimbabwe. In places where their settlements 
simultaneously provokes the state and discomforts dominant social and indigenous groups, 
secure access to land has always been difficult for migrants and squatters. However, these 
migrants will always find ways to access and secure their rights to land even in places were 
indigenous people have an expressed patrimonial claim to land. Grounded in primary 
ethnographic research, in-depth interviews and participant observations, this paper explores the 
strategies for accessing land among peri-urban squatters. Further, it examines the important role 
of social networks as essential sources of support and generators of social capital in facilitating 
access to land by migrants. The study is based on Malawian migrants found in an informal 
settlement in the town of Norton, 40 km of Harare, Zimbabwe. Key strategies identified among 
migrants are buying/ purchasing, inheritance, adverse possession/prescription, renting, 
sharecropping and squatting illegally on land. In facilitating these strategies of accessing land, 
there is evidence of networks manifesting as kinship ties, lineage ties and political ties which 
land seekers/ migrants employ in order to access land. 
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