
Austerity, neoliberal state, ‘new economy’ and the necessity of social reproduction 
 
Since the 2007-8 global economic crisis, the UK government has implemented austerity 
measures to fix ‘Broken Britain'. For members of Ghanaian transnational families, this comes 
against the backdrop of neoliberalism and public-sector reforms in Ghana. Evidence regarding 
reforms suggests a crisis of social reproduction. Families and childhood are being reconstructed 
into new and individualised subjectivities. In this multi-sited ethnographic research, I explore 
welfare and immigration reform through its effects on ideas and practices of social reproduction. 
In particular, this paper will focus on lived-life experiences and imagined future of young people 
embedded in the British-Ghanaian transnational social field as immigrants (across generations), 
non-migrants or returnees to underscore how austerity feels like for low-to-middle income 
families, and what it means to ‘get by’ with life amid multiple crises driven by welfare reform, 
Brexit, immigration and neoliberal policies. Despite the precarious transnational living, my 
findings suggest a contradiction with the dominant migrant vulnerability discourse and highlight 
some degree of freedom, migrancy, resilience and defiance. The paper will, therefore, highlight 
how in the process of social-transformation, managing and surviving crisis and how relationships 
are being challenged and reworked in response to crises. 
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