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Abstract: In the field of migration, both research and university training tend to focus on               
international and transnational aspects of the phenomenon. However, in teaching contexts,           
students rarely experience this reality beyond their own local context and (disciplinary)            
experience. The approaches to the subject are ontologically and epistemically marked and            
limited by the (local) understanding of the underlying terms, concepts, and mechanisms.            
Despite being a key objective, shifts of perspectives hardly take place in migration-related             
university education. In the face of a digitalized and globalized world that has entered all               
spheres of public and private life this seems almost paradoxical.  
 
To overcome the mentioned shortcomings, the Universities of Pretoria and Düsseldorf           
merged within the framework of their curricula and implemented a joint seminar on             
migration. The key objective of this cross-site project is not only to expose students to the                
best possible expert knowledge on the latest topics, but also to broaden the students’              
perspectives on theoretical, empirical, and methodological principles (e.g. the terms state,           
borders, and migration), to take comparative perspectives on the latest issues and            
challenges, and, by this means, to learn from one another´s scientific background and point              
of view. This paper presents the relevant criteria of the discourse on the theory of “good                
(university) education” in the field of migration studies. 
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